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Court of the Virgin Islands; and BRENDA J. HOLLAR
Adm ni strative Judge, Territorial Court of the Virgin
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St. Croix, VI
Guardi an Ad Litem

JUDGMENT ORDER
PER CURI AM

Henry Curtis Sanpson [*“Sanpson”] brought this appeal seeking
review of an order denying his petition for visitation with his
m nor children. At a July 13, 1998 hearing on the issue of
vi sitation, Sanpson appeared with counsel and testified on his own

behal f. Sanpson contends that the trial judge abused her
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di scretion in denying his petition, and chal |l enges the fairness of
the July 13, 1998 hearing. In setting forth his argunents, Sanpson
makes bald allegations that the trial judge did not interviewthe
children individually prior to ruling that “it would not be in the
best interest of the mnor children to allow for said visitations
at thistinme.” In the Matter of the Custody of HS, HS, RS, and M5,
M nors, No. C13/1996 (Terr. C. July 14, 1998) (order denying
vi sitation).

The m nors’ guardian ad |itemargues, on the other hand, that
he met with the children on the day preceding the hearing in
question and di scussed the matter of visitation with each of them
Mor eover, the guardian ad Iitemcontends that he was present at the
court when the trial judge nmet with each of the children privately.

Sanpson’s allegations that the trial judge abused her
di scretion and did not interview the children are unsupported by
the evidence. This Court, having reviewed the findings of fact
under a clearly erroneous standard, finds that the trial judge' s
ruling is supported by the fact that Sanpson is currently serving
a life sentence for the nurder of the children’s nother.
Additionally, after having given due regard to the trial court’s
opportunity to assess witness credibility, this Court finds that
the trial judge' s decision after hearing Sanpson’s testinony as

well as that of the mnor children is not clearly erroneous.



In Re

HS, HS, RS & M5

D.C. Civ. App. No. 1998/187

Judgne
Page 3

Accor

nt Order

dingly, it is hereby

ORDERED that the July 14, 1998 order denying visitation is

AFFI RVED.

DONE AND SO ORDERED this 29 day of Septenber 2000.

ATTEST:
ORI NN ARNOLD

Clerk

By:

of the Court

/sl
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Judges of the Appell ate Panel
Judges of the Territorial Court
Honor abl e Jeffrey L. Resnick
Honor abl e Geoffrey W Barnard

Henry Curtis Sanpson, Pro Se, (CGolden Gove Correctional
Facility, Rural Route #1, Kingshill, St. Croix, VI 00851,
Pl ease Mark: “LEGAL MAIL: OPEN | N PRESENCE OF | NVATE ONLY”)
Victor A. Gold, Esg.

Tracy Lynch Bhol a, Esq.
Jul i eann Di mm ck, Esq.
Jeffrey Jordan, Esq.
Jenni fer Coffin, Esq.
Nydi a Hess
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